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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Limehouse Marina is located beside the River Thames in Limehouse Basin.  The Regentõs 

Canal and Limehouse Cut of the River Lea enter at the north-west and east of the marina.  

Both the Regentõs Canal and River Thames are accessed through lock gates.  The capacity 

of the marina has been increased in 2012 and 2015.  The current layout of the marina is 

shown in Appendix 1. 

 

The current proposal is for the construction of a new pontoon for leisure/visitor moorings, 

in the eastern part of the marina. 
 

2. METHODS 

 

2.1 Data search 

The Greenspace Information for Greater London (GiGL) was contacted regarding wildlife 

and designated sites records within a 1km radius of the site.  The commissioned data 

search included identifying designated conservation sites, protected species and non-

native invasive species. 

2.2 Walkover survey 

Due to the time of year the survey was carried out, February 2017, it was not possible to 

record plant species in the marina as the aquatic vegetation was dormant. Notes were 

made of any plant species and fauna observed and any other features of note.  

 

3. RESULTS 

 

3.1 Data search 

 

Sites of wildlife interest 

There are no sites with a European or national statutory designation within the search 

area. 

 

There are 2 Local Nature Reserves (LNRs). 

 

The data search showed that there are 12 Sites of Interest for Nature Conservation 

(SINCs) within the search area.  SINCs are non-statutory sites and are identified by the 

Greater London Authority on account of their flora and fauna.  They are of Greater London 

or regional importance.  The sites of wildlife interest are shown in the table below. 
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Name Grade Habitats 

Ackroyd Drive LNR Grassland, scrub, trees 

Lavender Pond Nature Park LNR  Pond and surrounding 

habitats 

Londonõs Canals Metropolitan Canal and towpath habitats 

R Thames and tidal tributaries Metropolitan River and surrounding habitats 

Mile End Park Metropolitan Pond, scrub, grassland 

Lavender Pond Borough, Grade 1 Pond, associated damp 

habitats 

Russia Dock woodland and 

Stave Hill Nature Park 

Borough, Grade 1 Ponds, woodland and 

grassland 

Millwall and West India Docks Borough, Grade II Open water, ruderal 

Cable St Community Garden Borough, Grade II Trees, tall herb, allotments 

Stepney City Farm Borough, Grade II Trees, grassland, ruderal 

Shadwell Basin, Wapping 

Wood and Wapping Canals 

Borough Grade II Aquatic habitats, woodland 

and grassland 

King Edward Memorial Park  Local Grassland, scrub, pond, trees 

St Anneõs Churchyard, 

Limehouse 

Local Grassland, shrubs, trees 

Cyril Jackson School Nature 

Area 

Local Pond, marsh, grassland, trees 

 

Key to grades: 

Metropolitan ð sites containing the best examples of Londonõs habitats; particularly rare 

species, rare assemblages or important populations of species or sites of particular 

significance within otherwise heavily built-up areas of London. 

Borough ð sites of importance on a borough perspective in the same way as Metropolitan 

sites are important to the whole of London. 

Local ð sites of particular value to people nearby, such as residents or schools. 

 

Limehouse Marina forms part of the Metropolitan grade SINC known as Londonõs Canals, 

SINC M006, which includes the whole of the Grand Union Canal system in London, 

including the Regentõs Canal and Hertford Union Canal.  The marina is contiguous with Site 

M031, River Thames and tidal tributaries. 

Protected species 

The total records for protected species and species of conservation concern is 396 

species recorded from within the 1km data search area. The table below shows the 

species that have been recorded from within 200m of the site as these are the closest to 

the site and most likely to be affected by development proposals.These species have been 

recorded to 100m2 accuracy. 
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Species m from site Date of most recent record 

Mute Swan 56 2011  

Heron 120 2000  

Kestrel 120 1983  

Grey Wagtail 56 2012  

Willow Warbler 120 2000  

Black Redstart 108 2002  

Sand Martin 56 2012  

Woodcock 120 2009  

Common Tern 56 2012  

 

Teal, Scaup, Swift, Kingfisher, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Red Kite have all been recorded 

to a 1km2 accuracy. 

There are 5 London Invasive Species Initiative (LISI), invasive non-native aquatic species 

recorded from within the data search area. These are Water Fern, Floating Pennywort, 

Least Duckweed, Large-flowered Waterweed and Canadian Waterweed. 

In Limehouse Basin the Biodiversity Action Plan habitat identified as suitable for creating 

new habitat is "Create new/restore relict floodplain" and "Create new/restore relict reed." 

The marina is recognised as Linear Open Space and a Green Corridor. 

3.2  Walkover survey  

The perimeter of the marina was walked on 15th February and the area where the new 

pontoon is proposed was accessed.  

 

Water visibility 

At the time of survey the water was reasonably turbid with visibility less than 0.5m.  
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Photograph 1. Southern 

length of marina wall in area 

of proposed gangway.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The construction of the perimeter wall in this part of the marina is sheet piling with 

wooden posts forming the boundary with the water.  

 

 

Photograph 2. Wildlife rafts opposite the 

area of the new pontoon.  
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There was a group of wildlife rafts opposite the proposed new pontoon on the other side of 

the main channel. There were 3 rafts in a poor state of repair with tall herbs including 

Great Willowherb and grass species. 

 

 

 

Photograph 3. View of 

length of marina where 

proposed pontoon would 

be located.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were no plant species recorded along the length of marina wall that would be 

affected by the proposals, either on the wall or in the water.  

 

 

 

Photograph 4. Disabled access pontoon. 
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The disabled access pontoon forms the north-eastern limit of the proposals. 

 

Birds 

The bird species recorded in the marina included the following. 

¶ Tufted Duck 

¶ Moorhen 

¶ Coot 

¶ Mallard 

¶ Cormorant 

 

There were a number of wildlife rafts positioned around the marina. These are currently 

being updated and a management plan is being written to ensure their maintenance in the 

future.   

 

4. EVALUATION 

4.1 Data search 

The data search showed that there are 14 sites of importance for wildlife within 1km of 

the marina, including Limehouse Marina and the River Thames.  The sites include 1 dock 

site with similar habitats to those found at Limehouse; Millwall and West India Docks.   

 

The fact that the marina is a SINC and the adjacent River Thames is also a SINC is a 

significant factor.  Although not a statutory designation, SINCs are given some protection 

under the London Plan, in Borough Unitary Development Plans and local development 

frameworks.  Any proposal within a SINC must consider the potential for adverse impacts 

on the ecology of the site. 

 

There are 9 protected plant and animal species records from within 200m of the site. 

None of the protected species were recorded from the site, the closest records being 56m 

away.  None of the protected species are likely to be affected by the development within 

the marina, as it will not impact on an area outside the vicinity of the site.  Mute Swan and 

Common Tern are likely to visit the marina, although they were not recorded from the site 

itself in the data search. 

 

4.2 Walkover survey 

The aquatic environment of the marina appears to support a range of wildlife, including a 

number of bird species.  The presence of these species indicates that the aquatic life of 

the marina is supporting them and that there is sufficient plant and invertebrate life in the 

marina to maintain the birds that may be resident or wintering and visiting the site.  

The marina provides biodiversity in an urban area and as such is of nature conservation 

significance to the area. 
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5. IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSAL  

The proposed visitor moorings are shown on a plan in Appendix 1.  

 

5.1 Impacts 

 

The proposal involves the following work in the marina. 

¶ 5 piles will be installed for the finger pontoons.  

¶ All pontoons would be constructed off site and then lifted into the water and floated 

into position.   

¶ The main walkway pontoon will fix to the existing wall. 

¶ Creation of a gangway for access onto the main walkway pontoon.  

 

To install the finger pontoons, the piling works could potentially have adverse impacts on 

the aquatic environment. These impacts could include: 

¶ pollution of the water by construction materials, oils etc; 

¶ disturbance to wildlife by construction noise; and 

¶ increased turbidity of the water during construction. 

 

The fixing of the pontoon to the marina wall will not have any adverse impacts on ecology, 

as there are no records of any wildlife interests along this length of wall. 

 

The finger pontoons will slightly reduce the area of open water in the marina that is 

available to wildlife.  The visitor berths for 10 boats, will slightly increase the number of 

boats using the marina and the mix of type and size of boats may be different from the 

current use. The length of eastern wall included in the proposal is currently used by visitor 

boats in smaller numbers. The slight increase in the number of visitor boats in the marina 

is unlikely to have a significant adverse impact on the ecology of the marina.  

 

The boats are concentrated in a part of the marina that currently has a busy through-flow 

of boat traffic and will not disturb the areas of the marina where most of the wildlife rafts 

are located. One group of wildlife rafts, close to the marina office, may experience slightly 

more disturbance. The adverse impact of this disturbance is considered to be negligible.  

 

It is considered that there will be no adverse impacts of the proposal on protected and 

notable species in the local area or habitats of wildlife interest. 
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6. MITIGATION AND ENHANCEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

6.1 Mitigation 

 

To mitigate for any potential pollution incidents and disturbance to wildlife during the 

piling and installation of the pontoons, it is recommended that a CEMP (Construction 

Environmental Management Plan) is put in place. This will ensure that the risk of pollution 

or other detrimental impacts on the aquatic environment of the marina is minimised.  

 

Implementing the above recommendation will ensure that any potential adverse impacts 

of the proposals on the ecology of the marina are minimised. 

 

6.2 Enhancements 

 

The wildlife rafts at Limehouse are a valuable resource for the bird life of the marina. 

Enhancing the rafts would benefit the birds and some vegetated rafts would contribute to 

establishing an additional habitat feature in the marina. Plans are currently being drawn 

up for the management of the rafts. 
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Appendix 1 Limehouse Marina proposed moorings Option 4, Rev C 
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